Saigon Planes Get 
4 North Viet Tanks 


SAIGON, Jan. 26 (AP) — South Vietnamese planes have 
destroyed four North Vietnamese tanks in the past two 
days in the Central Highlands and killed an undetermined 
number of enemy troops accompanying them, Saigon 
spokesmen said today. 

It was the first time enemy tanks had been involved 
in combat since 1969, adding to speculation that the North 
Vietnamese w-ill soon launch an offensive in the hills of 
the highlands. . ■ ■ . / : ( 


Military sources had told yesterday of sighting six 
Soviet-budt T-54 tanks on the Vietnam side of the border 
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The tank sightings lent support to what some officials 
say are growing indications that North Vietnam is plan- 
ning a major ground offensive in the Central Highlands 
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T>Wf„ Strike made y est erday by an Air Force F- 
hantoni near Donghoi, 45: miles, north of the Demil 
tanzed Zone separating the two Vietnams. 
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AmL Iea$t 31 Vietcong - 20 South Vietnamese and on 
American were reported killed as a wave of ground fish 

eraif wept Mekong Delta ’ a region that hfs been ge 
erally quiet recently. s 



